
 Ms. Donovan’s 
English Class Syllabus
Cope Middle School



 

 

 

Welcome back, Cope Eagles!

Welcome to the weirdest school year ever!
School is definitely different at the moment, and it sure isn't perfect, but we will 
keep a positive attitude and adapt the best we can!
Luckily, Google Classroom is so effective and easy. I will post all my lessons and 
assignments there. Our textbook is online too, and it's really simple to use. I will 
be teaching live from my Cope classroom 5 days a week, Monday through Friday. 
Our new block schedule means that a "week" now consists of three 90-minute 
live classes. So kids will be face-to-face with me every other day, on a Block A 
day or Block B day. This will be a bit tricky to get used to at first, but we'll hang 
in there. 



 

 

 

email me at suzanne_donovan-marlowe@redlands.k12.ca.us or
call my classroom at (909) 307-5420 ext. 42441

My grades are located in Aeries, where you can see everything I see. 
I will update grades at the end of each week. 
One of the things I love about Cope parents is how they often ask 
me at Open House Night, "What do you need?" I can answer that 
right now. What I'd really like, is GRACE. Grace when I fumble and 
make a mistake. The same way I will be forgiving and allow some 
leeway for your kids when they drop the ball, I hope for the same. I 
will be making mistakes, but I am very happy to fix them. Please 
just reach out and communicate with me. 

 



gf

BLOCK A DAYS

PERIOD 1 8:45 - 10:15 PERIOD 4 8:45 - 10:15

PERIOD 2 10:30 - 12:00 PERIOD 5 10:30 - 12:00

PERIOD 3 12:35 - 2:05 PERIOD 6 12:35 - 2:05

STUDENT 
SUPPORT TIME 2:05 - 3:15 STUDENT 

SUPPORT TIME 2:05 - 3:15

BLOCK B DAYS



erht
Rotation Schedule,
Subject to change



Each 90-minute block class 
will include 2-3 assignments

The assignments are due at midnight on 
the 3rd day of each “week”

One  “week” of class = 3 meetings.
+ +



Our typical period will 
include:

● Some listening time

● Some reading time

● Some writing time

● Some talking time

I will let you know when the right times for 
talking are. Until I do, your mic stays OFF.



● Camera on.
● Mic off.
● Do NOT use the CHAT
● I will let you know when it’s time for raising your hand to talk. 
● Sit still 
● Have our Google Classroom open in another tab.
● If you need to go to the bathroom, just go & come back quick as you can.
● Everything visible to your camera (like t-shirt designs) must be school-appropriate 

and free of obscene material.
● Every class is recorded. Every word you say or type (even in private 

chat!) is recorded. 

Google Meet Norms:



We have a quiz 
once a week, 
every week.

 

● YOU ARE DIVIDED INTO 4 TEAMS, by your last name.

HOMER MARGE

BART LISA

At the end of the week, ONE 
of your teams will NOT have 
to take that quiz. You will 
get an A+ instead!



If you’re a team captain, you will:
● Set a good example by following norms
● Reminding your teammates to follow norms
● Compliment, show kindness to your team
● Keep a positive attitude of helpfulness 

HOMER MARGE

BART LISA
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HOMER                             + MARGE

BART LISA+

+

+
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● DURING CLASS STUDENTS EARN POINTS FOR ANSWERING QUESTIONS AND PARTICIPATING. 
● AT THE END OF the “WEEK” WHICHEVER TEAM HAS THE MOST POINTS DOES NOT HAVE TO TAKE THE 

WEEKLY QUIZ. THEY GET AN A+ INSTEAD. 
● Each team’s captain helps encourage their team to do their best.
● THEN THE SLATE IS WIPED CLEAN FOR THE NEXT WEEK.



1. Raise my hand and speak AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME when Ms. 
Donovan invites it.

2. Chatting a message about the lesson AT THE APPROPRIATE 
TIME when Ms. Donovan invites it.

3. Give a compliment to a classmate (see next slide for more 
details)

4. Helping a classmate or teacher with tech issues.

Ways I can get points for my team:



“Pretty hair”
“Cool shoes”
● Anything regarding 

physical appearance.
● Sarcasm

Not really very useful compliments: Positive  compliments:

● Jimmy, you’re a good reader.
● Kenny, I like how you gave a 

good answer and got a point 
for our team.

● Kayla, thank you for helping 
when my computer froze.

● Billy, you did a good job on 
your paragraph.

Using a person’s name 
when speaking to them 
makes them feel special.



All assignments are on 
Google Classroom

THERE WILL BE APPROXIMATELY 4-5 
SMALL ASSIGNMENTS EACH WEEK + 

1 QUIZ

Grades:
A =      90-100%
B =       80-89%
C =       60-79%
D =       50-59%
F =        0-49 %

Check here regularly



It’s your responsibility to complete your 
assignments and ask for help when you need it.

Be kind to each other.Treat people right. 

Follow the class norms. Classes are recorded.

Report dangerous activity.



FAQ’s
Q: Can I re-take a quiz to raise my grade?      A: Absolutely, within 1 week of getting it back.

Q: When are my assignments due?               A: On midnight of the 3rd day of our “week.”

Q: Can I turn in work late?                                  A: No. But…..

Q:  What if there’s a serious reason why I need more time?  A: Okay, talk to me and we’ll work it out. 

Q:  What if I need extra help?       A: “Meet” with me during Student Support time 2:05-3:15.



Our class is a fun, safe space!
In this class, we:




